"
Friends

sfnewWellington

Botanic Garden " P O Box 28-065
Kelburn, Wellington
Newsletter
apecem.bet 2006
Featuring: February Members’ Event
Zoological Garden
Web Garden
=
A=
| —————

The Friends' commitiee wishes you alla Memy Christmas , ﬁaﬁ@ New Year and a
ﬁeacefu/ and re/axiry 505‘/@.
Keep some time aside to stroll round the summer ﬁé@ﬁfy of our Garden. ..
...and we look forward to seeing you at the Members' Event on 21 %érua@ 2007.




President’s Patch

Dear Members,

The Annual General Meeting in August
is now some time behind us, but | do
wish to thank those members who
attended, for their support and for re-
electing the Committee and the officers
of the Society. We were all privileged to
hear interesting and informative
addresses from Councillor Celia Wade-
Brown, the Environment Portfolio Leader
at the Wellington City Council, and from
David Sole, Manager of the Botanic
Garden.

Your Committee has been actively
following up on the issues of concern to
the Friends identified in our submission
to the Council on the long-term plan
(published in the August newsletter),
and the various projects initiated over
the past year.

Work is nearly completed on the new
entrance ways to the Pinetum, being
funded by the Friends. We will be
planning an appropriate event to “open”
them.

The Bush Committee, chaired by
Richard Nanson, is focused on the
management needs for the native
remnant areas, including the
engagement of an ecologist for advice
on the long-term perspective.

We hope soon to complete proposals for
interpretative walks in the bush areas,
and have given Garden management
our ideas on new and improved signage
for the main path from the Cable Car to
the Rose Garden. Replacements for the
18 illegible historic path markers will be
installed in early December.

We have been consulted on planned
redevelopment work involving the Annex
to the Treehouse and the Nursery, and
have expressed our close interest in
further consultation as planning
proceeds. We have placed emphasis on
the need for adequate facilities in the
nursery, providing capacity for future
growth; for respect for the heritage
values attached to the sites; and the
importance we place on the need for
enhanced library facilities.

The Guides have completed an
excellent series of glow worm walks and
are already engaged in handling the
summer influx of cruise ship and other
visitors.

A member’s event on Wednesday 21
February is announced in this
Newsletter. It promises to be a different
and stimulating occasion and | hope
many of you will take the opportunity to
attend.

Your Committee for 2006-07

Patron John Norwood
President Ted Woodfield
Vice President Richard Nanson
Secretary Frank Wilson
Treasurer Elizabeth King
Committee Brian Absolum
Angela Hill
Rosalind lles
Florence de Ruiter
Winsome Shepherd
Phil Tomlinson
Hon Auditor David Macdonald
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Botanic Bulletin

As we move through spring towards
summer, the weather remains reminiscent
of times gone by, rather than of recent
years. However it does mean that soil
moisture levels remain high and the cooler
temperatures have a positive effect on
pest and disease management in the
garden. We have been fortunate to have
had very little wind damage in any of the
Botanic Gardens, despite days and days of
fierce winds.

Spring Festival went off very well this year,
under Amanda White’s management, with
children’s programmes in particular being
very well subscribed. Dances in the World
was remarkable, with the Soundshell lawn
covered with young families who, at times,
had to wait as performers waited to
negotiate the WOW parade to get to the
Garden. Tulip Sunday began very nicely
but the weather soon degenerated, with
many of the afternoon’s activities having to
be called off. The Dutch Community
nevertheless had a very good day and |
must confess to sampling a number of
their treats myself! The Hard Rock
Sculpture display was also a popular
event, with some very nice pieces being
created. We hope to repeat this again next
year.

The tulips were a little early this year and
in discussing with the grower were early in
Southland as well. It looks like we may
have to bring forward Tulip Sunday next
year. At the same time the roses were
about a week behind for Rose Week from
20 -26 November. While there were walks
earlier in the week, like the Festival of
Herbs, the main activities were focussed
around the Friday — Sunday. The roses are
showing some magnificent blooms and the
collection is looking strong and healthy for
the new season

With the improving weather we have finally
been able to wrap up a few projects. The
entrances link between the Founders and
Centennial Entrances is working very well
and | am very pleased with the way
Charles Gordon’s design has turned out.

At the same time we have been able to get
the Founders Gates refurbished and these
are now back and looking very smart. The
bank stabilisation on Foreman’s Landing
above the Begonia House is complete and
the ZigZag upgrading and wall
replacement is now also complete.

The first of the cruise ships has been in
and, combined with the Golden Oldies
Rugby Tournament, the city had a big
week at the end of October. The constant
stream of visitors through the garden was
very noticeable and kept our shop and
reception staff very busy. Rachael has
bought in some new stock lines for this
season, so don’t forget to head on down to
the shop in the Begonia House for a bit of
Christmas shopping! You may also have
noticed that the Café lease is almost
expired, with the Request for Expressions
of Interest being advertised last week. We
expect to be able to advise the successful
applicant for the Café lease by early 2007.

Work is getting under way to put in place
the first of the conservation plan
recommendations for the Overseer’s
(Constable’s) House and we will be
starting work on the Joy Fountain once the
peak visitor season is completed next
year.

We have not had any changes in staff,
though they have been challenged by the
new season’s growth and fitting the
maintenance around the weather. | recall
sitting at my desk in July/August and again
in October thinking how lucky | was not to
be running my landscaping business!

Detailed design work is now under way for
the Nursery and Operations Centre and we
are hoping to make a Resource Consent
Application in December. We will also take
the opportunity to confer with the Friends
again with regard to the development
before any decisions are finalised.
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Garden On The Web

In 1998 | became fascinated by the
World Wide Web. In the process of
finding out about it, | established an
extensive web site, principally on
orchids.
(http://homepages.ihug.co.nz/~tomnz/sit
eframe.html) That site has, and
continues to attract, between 2,500 to
3,500 visitors each week, with well over
one million visitors since its inception.
With some 12 major sections and
extensive photo galleries, it has
attracted considerable interest,
especially with its emphasis on orchid
culture. It has generated quite a lot of e-
mail correspondence from people
wanting to know how to grow orchids in
many countries. While it has never been
my aim to provide this service, it is
obvious many people want to access
such information, but don’t know where
to turn for information. To try and reduce
the amount of correspondence |
established a question and answer
archive covering many of the common
enquiries. This, and many of the other
parts of the site, can be accessed
through the main entry portal above.

When | started as a volunteer guide |
became aware that the Garden had little
presence on the internet. | decided to
establish a small site to rectify this,
called “Wellington Botanic Garden — A
Private View” to make it clear that it was
not an official site.
(http://homepages.ihug.co.nz/~tomnz/wb

gframe.html) A WBG gardener, the late
Mike Wilton, had some information on
the Lady Norwood Begonia House and
IPM on his site at this stage, but |
wanted to give greater coverage.
Initially established mid 2000, it has
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been added to in parts at various times
since then. While sections need
updating, it has attracted a steady, if not
spectacular, following. From visitor
responses, it is apparent a number of
overseas visitors have accessed the site
before coming to this country, and, | am
sure, the official Garden site that is now
available,
(http://www.wellington.govt.nz/services/g
ardens/botanicgardens/botanicgardens.
html) is also being widely accessed.

In the last few months | have added an
extensive Botanic Garden photo gallery
(http://homepages.ihug.co.nz/~tomnz/wb
gphoto/wbgphotoframe.html). It now
contains some 230 Garden images.
Three indexes are provided. The default
one lists images by Garden location, but
an alternative alphabetical listing and
one for each of the 4 seasons is also
provided. Material will be added when |
have suitable images, and local and
overseas visitors may find the material
provides an insight to what the Garden
has to offer.

The Garden web site also contains a
number of links to sites that | have found
very useful, especially the US Dept. Ag
and Fire Service -

, a fascinating gllmpse at
history at
http://www.huntington.org/BotanicalDiv/T
imeline.html, and the University of
Bonn’s detailed Gymnosperm Database,
to mention just three.

Members may find this information worth
a visit at some stage.
% &
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2007 Members Event

On Wednesday 21 February we will be holding a members’
function in the Begonia House from 5.30 to 7.30pm. It
will be held in conjunction with the opening of Paul
Thompson’s photo-installation exhibition, entitled “"The

Philosopher’s Garden”.

This will be the Friends’ major social
event for the coming summer and we
would very much welcome your
participation. Light refreshments will
be served, and there will be musical
entertainment. The cost will be $5 per
person for Friends’ members. A
description of the exhibition follows:
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Wellington based photographer, Paul
Thompson, will be showing his new series
of photo-works in the Begonia House this
coming February. Standing on slender
metal stilts that are reminders of the steel
structures that make up conservatories,
the photographs explore the ideas that
ancient Greek philosophers debated in
their gardens.

Paul says, “I was fascinated by the ways
the Greeks structured the world through
the idea of the basic elements of Earth,
Air, Water, Fire and the stuff the stars are
made of. They also discovered many of

our ideas of geometry and rationality so
their gardens were places pivotal to the
development of Western and indeed
modern thinking. That’'s why the gardens
are perhaps a more appropriate venue for
this exhibition than a conventional gallery”.

Wellington Botanic Garden’s Manager,
David Sole, picks up on this approach.
“We have always considered that gardens
are places of education, enjoyment and
research, as well as for recreation, which
is why we encourage art and other
programmes. We are pleased to work with
Paul on this exhibition especially, as it
celebrates and comments on the historical
role of gardens — naturally a subject of
great interest to us”.

Paul has exhibited widely in NZ and also
overseas. He is the author of five books
and his photographs are in many public
and private collections. He can be
contacted on 472 6111 or emailed at:
museumphoton@paradise.net.nz.

Bulbs, bulbs, bulbs

Angela will be running the bulb sale again
early in 2007 and expects to offer the
same excellent range. We have heard
nothing but very satisfied reports from
members who purchased bulbs this year.

All the bulbs offered are fresh and not
recycled from old stock. Our order for
tulips is part of the Garden’s annual order.
We are fortunate to have the opportunity to
buy exhibition-quality bulbs. Our daffodils
too are sourced from established growers
and can be planted with confidence.

The earnings from bulb sales go into the
numerous projects under way at the
initiative of the Friends to add value to the
visitor experience in the Botanic Garden.
By purchasing from Angela you will be
contributing to the enhancement of the
Botanic Garden as well as your own plot.

If you wish to register your interest in
receiving an order form please email
Angela at

fergiehill@clear.net.nz.



Black Maire Find Gully Home

In June a black maire sapling, descendant of what was the lone Botanic Garden example
of a tree once common in Wellington’s forests, was ceremonially planted by the city’s
Mayor, Garden staff and Friends.

Students and teachers from Kelburn Normal School also attended and were thrilled to
learn that two saplings would be donated to them. The school has been replanting an
adjacent gully for the last five or six years. Students are doing voluntary work toward
bronze Duke of Edinburgh awards and have been weeding and putting carpet down as a
mulch, on what is quite a steep slope, as you can see.

The first step was to get rid of weeds, of
which they had, “just about every weed
in the book,” according to parent and
project head Rob Ansell. “We’ve had a
constant battle against blackberry, Old
Man’s Beard, wandering willie...and
every year some new weed seems to be
dominant,” he says.

Replacement plants are natives, based
on John Buchanan’s 1875 list of plants in
the Botanic Garden and including
& (Rob says it grows

well on the slope), muehlenbeckia
complexa, kaikomako, ramarama,

, manuka and mahoe. They've
put flax on the higher, steeper areas and
interplanted many kowhai.

Recently, the council have provided most
of the plants — and they’re eco-sourced —
but the school has also bought some and
received donated plants from both WWF
and Project Crimson.

! +,,% $-.

The project started, with parents’ help, as a bit of a nursery amid the weeds and old school
demolition rubble, which, like the trees and shrubs, has grown. There have been problems
and setbacks, some small and some which took considerable time to resolve, but the project
moves ever upwards, literally and figuratively.

In winter there was a big planting day to put in 500 council-donated plants and the team are
considering doing a project to propagate hinau from fruiting examples recently discovered
growing in Devon Street.

Rob says the gully is worked on most Sundays and he’d like to see it become more of a
general community project.



Council Reply to Friends’ Submission

Council response to our submission on the
long-term community plan (2007-2016)

In the August Newsletter we published the
text of the Friends’ submission. Here are
the main points of the responses received
from the Wellington City Council to our five
recommendations.

1. Bush Remnants

“Work is underway in identification of the
bush remnant areas and is expected to be
formalized in the 06/07 financial year.

Staff time is currently allocated for
maintenance of the bush areas including
weed control, removal of weed trees,
vegetation and pest control.

We will be working alongside the Friends
in identification of interpretation relating to
the bush and associated activities.

It is expected that professional advice will
be sought from an ecologist to guide the
future restoration of the bush areas.”

2. Redevelopment of Treehouse and
Nursery

“Planning, designs and consents for this
work will be undertaken in 06/07. Because

of the heritage designation of the site, a
resource consent will be required.

Big bird spotted in
Botanic Garden...

... 100 years ago

Read on...

Stakeholders will be invited to comment on
the proposals before they are finalized.”

3. Education Programmes

“Council has declined the bid for an
Environmental Educator. We will continue
to explore the options available to us within
Council, through external funding and
through strategic partnerships. It is
recognised that a key role for botanic
gardens is education”.

4. Cable Car Precinct

“Along with other stakeholders in the Cable
Car Tourism Precinct and the project
manager we are meeting regularly to
monitor progress and advancing this
project. It is complicated in parts by the
Port Nicholson Claim over the Government
Reserve’.

5. Performance Measures

“We are in the process of evaluating
qualitative surveys for Otari and the
Botanic Garden and expect to be
undertaking both quantitative and
qualitative surveys at regular intervals in
the future”.

Follow-up activity on issues identified in
our submission is reported on in the
President’s report (page 2).




Zoo Born in the Botanic Garden
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Wellington Zoo, New Zealand’s oldest zoo,
was founded in April 1906, when a young
lion was gifted to the city by the Bostok
and Wombwell Circus. The lion, named
'King Dick', after Premier Richard Seddon,
was initially housed at Wellington's Botanic
Gardens along with a small collection of
other animals, including llamas, emus,
kangaroos and monkeys.

King Dick was only a few months old and
had been trained to go for walks on a lead,
so containment and safety probably
weren’t much of a concern. His first keeper
was the caretaker of Newtown Park who
had just been handed the keys and told
‘feed him’. The young lion’s first abode —
you will wince when you read this — was a
“modified” piano case; mercifully, things
have changed since. The Botanic Garden
zoo is thought to have been in the vicinity
of what is now the children’s playground
(some sources say by a small lake, which
is the Duck Pond, formerly known as the
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Frog Pond and, at one time possibly the
Swan Pond. While it now has neither frogs
nor swans, the Duck Pond does play host
to freshwater crayfish and three types of
duck).

In 1907 the City Council developed a part
of Newtown Park into New Zealand's first
purpose-built zoo. The Zoo grew rapidly,
and by 1912 around 300 animals were
housed in cages, aviaries and a huge sea
lion pool.

To bring the story full-circle, the Botanic
Garden recently but inadvertently played
host to a fine-feathered and -voiced
rooster for a few months.

For those keen to learn more of the zoo’s
story, there will be an exhibition ‘Public
Zoo: 100 years of Wellington Zoo’ at the
Museum of City & Sea, Queen’s Wharf
from 19 Dec this year to 13 May 2007,
open 9am -5pm daily

2% " + $& 3



Man In The Trees — Cedar of Lebanon
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The name Cedar of Lebanon might well
conjure up a mental picture of a most
ancient tree, one standing sentinel in the
heat and dust at the time of Christ — as,
indeed, it would have — but in fact this
species is far more ancient than that and,
what’s more, is finely woven into human
history.

Cedar of Lebanon, is the
national emblem of Lebanon, but only a
few small groves survive there today,
because grazing animals prevent their
regeneration. Its natural range is from
North Africa to West Asia - Lebanon, Syria
and Turkey.

Cedar wood is light and soft and has a
very pleasant aroma. It was greatly
esteemed in antiquity and was transported
from Lebanon to Egypt and Mesopotamia

as far back as 3,000 BC. Cedars provided
the timber for temples, palaces, ships and
royal coffins, because it is slow to decay.
So quickly were the trees cut down in
Lebanon that by 330 BC, Alexander the
Great had to import the timber for his ships
from Syria. As supplies ran out in one
area, the industry kept shifting around,
from North Africa to Greece and Italy and
from there to Britain and Northern Europe.

In 2750 BC, a coffin from the Egyptian
Saqqara Pyramid was made of six layers
of wood veneers, sandwiched and glued
together like plywood. Cypress, juniper,
and Cedar of Lebanon were used. Much
later, in 1840 John Dresser (Stockbridge,
Massachusetts) devised a hand-powered
veneer lathe. Thin sheets of wood are
used for creating finished surfaces as well
as in the manufacture of plywood, but they



must be shaved or sawed from the original
block. Along with using steam engines to
speed up peeling the logs, Dresser’s lathe
pointed the way to further mechanisation
of this process, leading to the commercial
manufacture of large quantities of plywood.

The trees themselves are very long lived,
to 300 years or more. An oil similar to
turpentine is obtained from the wood and
an essential oil from the wood is used in
perfumes. The wood is moderately hard,
durable and used for construction. It is
extremely durable and retains its delightful
fragrance for many years.

The Cedar of Lebanon is cited numerous
times in religion and mythology. In addition
to its significant role in the Epic of
Gilgamesh, the Cedar of Lebanon is
regarded as a world tree in several
mythological passages. One deeply
mythological passage sees the imperial
nation, the embodiment of history, under
the figure of something like a world-tree
[Ezekiel 31.1-18]. The cutting of the cedar
is seen as the destruction of world-empires
- really, as the end of history. Our
understanding of ecology, the dependence
of human history on maintenance of the
natural environment, simply makes this
primitive insight explicit.

The Cedar of Lebanon aided society not
only culturally, but was the basis of
numerous economies for ancient
civilizations.

The cedar had been used for the
construction of temples, palaces, and
boats. The export of cedar wood to Egypt
was an important factor in the growth of
Phoenician prosperity and provided capital
to launch the more ambitious enterprises
in international trading, navigation, and
arts and crafts. The Phoenicians and the
Egyptians were not alone in utilizing the
cedar. The Assyrians, Nebuchadnezzar,
the Romans, King David, King of
Babylonia, Herod the Great, and the Turks
in the Ottoman Empire all exploited the
cedars. During the War of 1914-1918,
most of the remaining stands were
exploited and destroyed for railroad fuel.
As a consequence, the extent of the
cedars in Lebanon has dramatically
declined.

Medicinally, the Cedar of Lebanon also
made its mark. The pitch of the cedar was
utilized for easing the pain of toothaches.
The sawdust of the cedar puts snakes to
flight, and thus makes sleeping under the
shade of a cedar a relatively safe siesta.
Furthermore, based upon historical
analyses, it is believed that the cedar was
used in the preservation of the corpses in

Egypt.

Naturally, both the religious and
mythological recordings and the medicinal
employment reflect the importance of the
Cedar of Lebanon historically, and have
contributed to making the cedar one of the
most signifi cant tree species in world
history.

is of the Pine Family
(Pinaceae). The cedar is monoecious; it
has unisexual flowers with both the male
and female sex being borne on the same
plant. The male inflorescences are solitary,
erect, approximately 5 cm long, and occur
at the ends of short shoots. The female
cones are reddish and smaller, and can
occur singly at the tips of the dwarf shoots.
When mature, they are large, barrel-
shaped, and break up while still attached
to the branches. Female cones mature in
the second year, requiring about 17 to 18
months for full development. Young cones
are light green, mature cones dull brown.
The branches of the young trees are often
erect or ascending. The trunks of old trees
are usually divided into several stout, erect
branches, the side-branches being
horizontal and sometimes extended for a
considerable distance from the trunk.

The shape of the tree, specifically the form
of its trunk, changes depending on the
density of the stand. When located in a
high density stand, grows
straighter, whereas when growing in a low
density stand, develops its
lower horizontal branches and spreads
them out over long distances.

The fruiting cones, which take two or three
years to mature, are oval to oblong. On
average, trees do not bear cones until they
are 40 or 50 years old. Propagation is from
seed. The seeds germinate in late winter,
when either rain or snowmelt are still
available. Shade tolerance is generally
low; cedars require abundant sunlight
through out their life.
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Rose Week

The Lady Norwood Rose Garden looked absolutely magnificent for Rose Week (would
that our own roses looked anywhere near as good but most of us can claim, in truth, that
they would have if they hadn’t been blown away in one of the worst springs for gardeners
in years this century, if not longer).

The culmination of this event was the Wellington Rose Society’s Rose Show, held in the
Begonia House, which made a fantastic backdrop to the blooms. For a while there were
more judges than spectators but lurking near a judging panel provided great insight into
what Judges Iook for in the blooms and how they are presented
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There were many categories, including several for novices (much more forgiving criteria
because it is treated as a learning exercise for the entrants) and a few classes even
allowed other species in the vasel




Coming Events

21 January 11am  GW

! %

This walk looks at insects and birds, and
their relationship with the plants, both

endemic and exotic. Moderate walk: 1 hour

28 January

$ b % - The Dell noon - 4pm.
7- 28 January
* 9
+ 0 Twenty-two free concerts will be
held in the lush settings of Wellington’s
Botanic Gardens. ASB Gardens Magic
features some of Wellington’s best bands
playing country, blues, funk, jazz and
ukuleles. The gardens will shimmer,
glimmer and shine with lovely sounds and
magical lights throughout the series.
Venue: Sound Shell, 8pm

8 — 27 January
- 0 Fairy Trina returns to
The Dell with her magical storytelling. She
will tell stories suitable for pre-school and
primary age children and their families.
The season ends with the Grand Fairy Ball
on Saturday 27 January.

Venue: The Dell, 11am and 1pm

Monday 29 January 10am GW
|

Each tree has an interesting and
in'tree'guing feature. Moderate walk; 1-1%%
hours

Meet at the Duck Pond

1, 8, 15 and 22 February

: 0 The New Zealand
Film Archive in association with the
Chinese Embassy, French Embassy and

Brazilian Embassy present four nights of

film under the stars.

Venue: The Dell , 9pm

18 February 70.30am GwW
$ &

Figs, grapes, olives and more. Strange

tales of ancient civilisations, food and

plants.

Meet at the Duck Pond. Easy walk; 60-90

minutes.

Wednesday 21 February
Members’ Event 5.30pm-
7.30pm at the Begonia House
in conjunction with the opening of
Paul Thompson'’s photo-
installation exhibition, “The

Philosopher’'s Garden’

Monday 26 February 10am Gw
# &

Hilly trails, tree tales and bits about bark,

from bark canoes to how gumboots got

their name. Meet at the Cable Car

Entrance. Moderate walk; 1%z hours.

GW ; #
$ 44  Bookings

are not required
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