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President’s Patch

Dear Members

We have had a busy three months since the last
Newsletter.

The Autumn Celebration on 12 May was very
well attended, and all present warmly
appreciated a stimulating and provocative
address from The Manager of the Garden,
David Sole. David not only gave us a
comprehensive report on work currently under
way, but also spelt out his vision of changes
that might gradually be made in parts of the
Garden, in the light of the recently completed
Collection Review.

The two Winter Seminars have been a
resounding success, with excellent
presentations from all the expert speakers and
thoughtful contributions also from members and
others who attended. We plan to publish, later
this year, a compilation of the addresses at the
Seminars, so the material will be available for
Friends and others with an interest in the
heritage features of the Garden.

Also, on the historical theme, we have asked
the City Council to include the Stables, the
Mess Room and the Potting Shed as heritage
buildings covered by the District Plan. The
Council has commissioned research on these
structures and we hope to learn the outcome
later this year.

Your Committee has given considerable thought
to projects that might be funded by the Friends
this year and in the future. A note on our
conclusions is included in this Newsletter. We
look forward to receiving proposals from
members for longer-term projects.

Papers are being sent out with this Newsletter
concerning the Annual General Meeting on 25
August. It is vitally important for the health of
voluntary organisations that members attend
their AGM, to voice their views on issues of
concern to them; to approve the accounts and
to elect officers for the coming year. Please do
your best to be there.

Ted Woodfield

Our Plant Sale

We desperately need your unusual (or common!) plants to sell to the public.
Plants from new members are especially welcome.

Keep nurturing your contributions and don'’t forget: if you can'’t give them the
care or space they need, take them to the Botanic Garden nursery, where
they’ll get 5-star care!

Ring Winsome 476 6589 or Richard 477 4020 to let them know what you
have.

Then bring your treasures to the Treehouse before 9am on Tulip Sunday - all
plant donations will be much appreciated.



Botanic Bulletin

The chill of a winter’'s dawn has gone,
the sun has come up and it's a beautiful balmy
Wellington day. The Lions supporters invasion
of Wellington saw an almost continuous stream
of red jerseys through the garden in equally
pleasant conditions during the week before the
test and reinforced that they were not here just
for the rugby, but also to see the sights and
enjoy themselves at the same time. I'm sure
their impression of the Garden will be
considerably more lasting than the score line!

The Rose Garden - Bolton Street
Memorial Park walkway will shortly be
completed. This project has gone well, and
though not yet complete, the benefits are
already apparent both for the pedestrians and
visually, in opening up the space. An avenue of
liquidambers will be planted between the road
and the path. These will be underplanted with
carpet roses and ‘islands’ of osmanthus around
the tree stems. Against the fence will be a long
low corokia hedge.

Another project underway is the
construction of the Soundshell steps between
the lawn and William Bramley Drive. Designed
by Neil Aitken and constructed by N&R Askew
these are rapidly coming into place and fit very
well with the existing magnolia and the
stonework. The planting of the bank on either
side will be changed to a massed planting of
azaleas, as noted in the collections review.

Spring Festival planning is well under
way with a full programme again this year.
Alongside World of Wearable Arts, yourselves,
Friends of Bolton Street Memorial Park and
Wellington Zoo, it looks like we’re going to have
a great platform for the event this year. How are
those plants coming along for the plant sale?

Rose pruning is well under way at the
Lady Norwood Rose Garden. There was an
unexpected surprise this year with the Massey
University rose which appeared to die back very
quickly. Quick work by Rachel and Leanne had
the affected roses removed and isolated. One
was sent to Massey University for testing which
showed an infection with Botrytis cineria. Hard
pruning of the infected roses and a preventive

treatment in the spring was recommended. In
more Rose Garden news, we are hoping to
appoint a new gardener to the Rose Garden
very shortly, which will restore a full crew over
there.

New fibre optic cables have been
installed, or are in the process of being
installed, to service the Treehouse and the
Begonia House. We have also installed one to
the stables. The Treehouse has had the
reception area upgrade installed, which has
made a smart new working environment for
Pauline and a much more visitor-friendly facility.

We face an equally busy year through
the Botanic Gardens again this year and are
currently in the process of planning our
programme. Engineers have been
commissioned to assess the stability of the
house site at Foreman’s Landing before we
proceed with any further design and
development there and we will be asking
Landscape Architect Charles Gordon to start
looking at the development of the last stage of
the pedestrian link between the two Glenmore
Street Entrances.

Mobility scooters based at the Rose
Garden and the Treehouse were launched in
the Garden by the Mayor and Kevin
Rimmington of the TSB on the 13 July. These
have been tried out by the staff and will be able
to operate anywhere that there is a wide asphalt
path, from the Cable Car down to the Rose
Garden. These complement those currently
available in the city and the wheelchairs kindly
donated by the Lions last year. Grass Way has
had the roots removed and been resealed in
preparation for the scooters.

One of the camphor trees donated to
the Mayors of Christchurch, Wellington and
Auckland, by the Mayor of Nagasaki, was
planted by the Mayor Kerry Prendergast, along
with representatives of the peace groups, at the
foot of Norwood Path. This tree is a survivor of
the nuclear blast in that city and will sit well
alongside the Peace Garden

The tulips are starting to show above the
ground so spring must be on its way!

David Sole



THE GUIDES’ YEAR

Tours, Walks and Cruise Ship Visits

This year we have had visits from 12 tour
groups and also provided a tour for a couple
and one for an individual. We have conducted
19 walks (11 Sunday Walks, three Spring
Festival Walks, three Stepping Out Walks, and
two Herb Awareness Week Walks). ‘Birds and
Insects’ and ‘Trees from the Jurassic’ were the
most the popular topics with the members of the
public.

This year the guides have taken 596 visitors
around the Botanic Garden (tour groups 358,
glow-worm tours 130, walks 108). This year we
have spent 379.5 hours guiding (cruise ship
season 249, walks 60, tour groups 52.5, and
glow-worm tours 18), 135 hours in training
sessions, 60 hours attending meetings, and 257
hours traveling between home and the Garden,
a total of 831.5 hours. This does not include the
considerable time spent by the guides in the
Garden and in researching material at home, in
preparation for their tours and walks. Total
donations received this year were $1858.50
(tours $1405.00, glow-worm tours $204.15,
walks $102.15, Truby King Open Day $100,
cruise ship day donations $47.20). This has
been our best year for donations.

We have also run five walks for the staff during
the week, adding another 7.5 hours of guiding
and five hours of travelling to our total.

During the year there were two sad events for
the guides. One was the onset of illness for Rob
Bos, which sadly, he was unable to survive.
Rob had been a guide almost since the
inception of the guides in the early 1990s. He
had been a member of the Friends of
Wellington Botanic Garden Committee, and for
six years had been the Guide Convenor. His
experience, knowledge, passion for the Garden
and sense of humour are greatly missed by us
all. Three months later we were very sorry to
learn of the death of Lynley Lake, a young guide
who trained in 1998. Lynley enjoyed taking the
school groups around the Garden, and we
remember her and her dog on the training
sessions, with fondness. We offer our sympathy
to their families.

Five of our guides were not available to join in
our activities this year, due to health reasons or
work commitments. The remaining 20 of us
have all worked hard and given the various
activities our full support, making this a most
successful year.

| would like therefore to thank you all for your
enthusiastic commitment to the Botanic Garden
and our guiding activities. Also, on behalf of the
guides, | would like to thank the Botanic Garden
staff for their support, and for assisting us with
information and training. We would also like to
pass on to the staff the many compliments on
the Garden received from our visitors.

Jenny Hickman

Glow worms

The glowworms in the Garden continue to
fascinate many people. A small group within the
main guides continue to run special evening
tours so visitors can “walk the paths to see the
stars”.

Weather always plays a major role in the
display, and several tours were rained out
during the year. Late in 2004 there was a good
display in the Garden. Tours were stopped over
Christmas, but when we looked to start in the
New Year, we found the dry weather had
seriously reduced insect numbers. To ensure
visitors received a worthwhile visit, we did not
commence tours until June, by which time
numbers had increased, although not to the
level previously experienced.

A total of 130 visitors donated $204.15. A
feature has been the numbers not booking, but
just turning up. The Spring Festival walk was
held on a beautiful evening, and while only a
small number of people booked, a large group
turned up —over 80, and possibly up to 100.
Fortunately, three guides were present, so we
were able to run two groups. Everyone enjoyed
the evening, but resources were stretched

A number of existing guides additionally offered
to assist with these walks, with the result we
have a good enthusiastic team However, school
holidays can put pressure on resources, as we
found during the spring festival walk. The
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guides spent some 18 hours on duty, plus some
9 hours in travelling

The glowworms are readily accessible, and the
history and story of their original description by
George Vernon Hudson from specimens from
the Garden additionally reinforces the Garden’s
claim of being New Zealand’s “most historically
significant public garden.”

Truby King Garden, Melrose

This garden is managed and run by the
Wellington Botanic Garden. During the Trust’s

Open Day, our guides provide a guiding service
in the garden. Originally, only a few of our
guides knew this garden, but this year several
others expressed an interest and a training
session was completed. We now have some
seven guides able to take tours over this
interesting garden. Guiding opportunities are
limited, but nevertheless, our continuing
involvement is worthwhile.

For our guiding for the Open Day, a donation of
$100 was received.

Philip C. Tomlinson

Glow Worm Tours
The year’s remaining “walk the paths to the stars” opportunities are:
Friday 5" August 7.30 pm
Friday 2" September 8 pm
Friday 7" October 8.30 pm

Remember to book at the Treehouse — 499 1400

Friends’ Projects

Your Committee seeks ideas from
members on major projects to improve and
enhance the facilities and services in the
Garden.

At the Annual General Meeting last year,
a member suggested that the accumulated
funds of the organisation should be being used
to fund special projects. We have been
considering how best to proceed.

The Committee has agreed that, each
year at this time, members should be invited to
put forward their ideas. To try and ensure that
the available funds are used to best effect, it
was considered that, as a general rule, funding
for projects selected by the Committee for
support would normally be on the basis of 50
per cent from our accumulated funds and 50 per
cent from other sources. Depending on the
circumstances, variations from this policy could
be made by the Committee.

Several ideas have already been put
forward for consideration. These include

refurbishment of the “Joy” fountain; an improved
entrance to the Rose Garden; a playground for
infants near the café; a gateway at the cable car
entrance; signage at the Pinetum.

All these ideas require research into
costs and the inter-relationship of the proposal
with plans by Garden management for the same
or similar projects. Some prioritisation will be
needed. Our resources are not large enough to
be able to fund every idea. The challenge will
be to select those where our contribution is
considered likely to produce the greatest long-
term benefits. Before we move into the decision
phase we would like to be sure we have the full
range of project ideas that members may wish
to present

It would be most helpful if you could
forward your thoughts to the Secretary by the
end of August. This will allow your new
Committee to take the next steps early in their
term of office.

Ted Woodfield



Profile of a Gardener — Winsome Shepherd

Author, scientist, researcher and founding member of the Friends, Winsome Shepherd says her life
has largely been dominated by Pinus radiata. Her passion for it and other trees wasn'’t planned, it
was, in part, a product of the times e grew up in.

The story goes back to the 1930s; even then
Winsome was no ordinary child of her time. Her
father, a headmaster who became an ‘Inspector
of Native Schools’ (and who was a
contemporary of Sir Apirana Ngata), instilled a
love of learning in his daughter. Winsome,
rarely for the times, went to university, one of
few women doing so then. Subject choices were
not as today and Winsome had to choose
between home science and botany! She said it
was no choice anyway, having always been
interested in botany and being inspired by Lucy
Cranwell, an early Auckland botanist.

Winsome left Auckland University with a
science degree in botany and zoology, but that
might not have been much use, had not the
Second World War come along. The ‘wisdom’ of
the day held that, as it takes five years to train a
research worker, it wasn’t worth training women
because within that time “they leave to get
married.” However, as the men were sent off to

war, gaps had to be filled and Winsome found
herself employed as a Timber Technologist in
the Plant Diseases Division of the DSIR, “to
keep the routine work going”. But there wasn’t
much routine work, so she got involved in
experiments on P. radiata — 1-inch cubes of
timber were pressure-treated with various
chemicals then infested with borer. Winsome
spent one memorable Christmas-New Year
collecting borer beetles from the Whittams
pickle factory. After six months the wood cubes
were sliced very thinly with a microtome to see
how far the beetles had got in.

She had an interesting, variety-filled time with
the Division, inspecting incoming telegraph
poles during an outbreak of Australian termite in
Auckland (she says that we avoided having this
dreadful pest “winging off into the bush by the
narrowest of margins.”), training building
inspectors in timber disease spotting and being
one of the few people allowed into the air raid



tunnels under Albert Park, to inspect wood
fungi.

When Winsome left the Division after four
years (and not to get married, either, she was
quick to point out), field trials to measure the
success of the P. radiata treatment
recommendations had begun. One
recommendation had been clear for some time
— “P. radiata is only useful for firewood unless
treated.” And since the research results have
been available since the mid-40s, Winsome is
absolutely flabbergasted at how ‘leaky building
syndrome’ could have come about. “I believe
strongly that surface treated timber will always
be vulnerable,” she says. “An insect or fungus
has only to get access to the central untreated
timber and it will have a ball. They are capable
of spitting out a millimetre or two of treated
timber, or getting in if there is surface damage,
nail holes, etcetera.”

As a child Winsome moved around New
Zealand, not settling in one place, and when
she got married, “My husband roamed around
New Zealand too,” she says. Winsome, Ronald
and their two children eventually settled in
Wellington.

In the 1970s Winsome worked for the Historic
Places Trust, at $4 an hour. While working on
‘Plant Introductions to NZ, Post-Missionary
Period’, she stumbled upon a life-changing find.
During a meeting at Te Papa’s predecessor The
Dominion Museum, she asked to see some
relevant photographs and was told that the
Wellington Botanic Gardens archives were
there. She says there was no filing system at
the time and, mercifully, “It’s a totally different
ballgame now; they’d be a joy to work on by
comparison.” She was asked to write up her
Pinus research, including the part played by our
Botanic Garden (it had soon became obvious to
her that P. radiata had played a major role in
James Hector’s management of the early
garden). Someone said “there’s a book in this”,
and the rest, as they say, is history - “The
Botanic Garden Wellington, a NZ History 1840-
1987” (co-written with Walter Cook). She told us
that while she was working on her half of the
book, she walked all over the Garden in the
company of Roland Burden from the Forestry
Research Institute — he could tell, by looking,
the source of most trees and it was a
marvellous experience to walk around with him.

She has done so much research that she was
made a “Museum Research Associate”, giving
her authority to use the facilities in museums all
around New Zealand, and use them she has.
Aside from her Botanic Gardens history,
Winsome finished researching and writing her
late husband’s book “Gold and Silversmithing in
19" and 20™ Century NZ” (a Montana Book
Award winner), then set about using all the
fascinating info she had leftover from her first
book. Her third book, ‘Wellington’s Heritage’,
about the landscape of Wellington from the time
of settlement, was nominated for a Montana
Book Award too.

“When you come to writing books you get
completely and utterly absorbed,” she says. As
you might infer, Winsome didn’t have much time
for committee work (and then take into account
that, as well as managing her own garden, she
also played bowls and golf and is a very keen
needleworker!), but, having seen the work of
Botanic Garden Friends in several Australian
states, didn’t hesitate to become a founding
member of the Wellington Friends when the
then Director of Parks and Recreation, Richard
Nanson, initiated the group at the start of the
1990s. She remembers a big launching
ceremony at which everyone was given a
cyclamen.

Winsome’s recognition of the forest remnant
was due to an 1875 map. As it sat on her
kitchen table, she noticed cross-hatching and
wondered what it was. Colouring it in to try and
solve the puzzle, the penny dropped — it was
native bush. She then realised that you could
see bush ringed by exotics on old postcards of
our Gardens, of which she had a number.
Trawling through antique and junk shops,
Winsome had amassed a collection of old
postcards of NZ parks, from the Bay of Islands
to Stewart Island. She discovered that you can
often date old photographs by the presence or
absence of P. radiata — it isn’t present in pre-
1865 photos — and the Turnbull Library have
adopted this technique. (Winsome has since
donated her wonderful collection of postcards to
the Forestry School library in Christchurch.)
Winsome saw the need to preserve what is left
of the original Garden bush areas. In 2002 the
Friends commissioned further study. She has
walked every inch of the garden, photographing
and mapping it.



Her favourite pine tree is near the children’s
playground. “It’s like a symbol,” she says, and it
was used for the first Friends’ logo. “Did you
know that there were once three Pinus radiata
on One Tree Hill?” she says, diving once more
into her huge reservoir of knowledge. In 1874
seed sent from the Wellington Botanic Garden
grew into those three trees. “And then there was
one. And then there were none,” she says
wistfully.

Winsome’s ever-active scientist’'s mind has
come up with a conundrum for our times. “The
question is now raised,” she says, “ if we have a
notable tree and it’s a radiata, what do we call
its cloned form if it were to be planted next to it?
Is the clone still a notable tree?”

Bl -'F'-;:
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The Friends Winter Seminars — ‘Historic’ Series

David Sole reviews two successful events.

June: Wellington’s Native Bush: ‘Forward
From the Brink’

This was very well-subscribed seminar which
traversed a range of approaches to the Botanic
Garden Native Bush. Marian Minson’s pictorial
and photographic record of early Wellington
was enlightening, not only about the early
settlement of Wellington, but also of the artistic
license which was taken at times to glorify or
enhance a picture that may not have existed.
Marion’s talk put the Botanic Garden forest into
the perspective of an emergent colonial
settlement in a poignant and pertinent way.

Walter Cook’s photographs dovetailed nicely
with Marian’s prints by adding further depth and
interpretation of plants and plantings to
photographs of early Wellington, the Botanic
Garden and town belt. Walter also included a
broader socio-economic brush in his discussion
about the town belt and the recognition, by the
early planners of the city, that parks were
necessary for the health of the citizens — to act
as the lungs of the emergent city. The

development of the city, parks and town belt
was as much driven by aesthetic and spiritual
needs as by the simple need for beauty and
scenery, food and wood. Walter went on to
discuss the ‘epochs’ of the garden, which were
typified by the names of the interest groups:
Horticultural Society, Scenic Preservation
Society, the Beautifying Society and through to
Action for the Environment activism.

Maggie Wassilieff delivered a more detailed
review of the history of the vegetation of the
town belt and the reasons we have ended up
with the mosaic of vegetation, and land, that we
currently have. A combination of photographs
and prints and evidence of the vegetation types,
their introduction and the alienation of parts of
the town belt filled in the remaining picture after
the first two speakers.

John Dawson, who kindly stepped in at the last
moment, discussed the wider regional
vegetation types and provided context for the
vegetation cover we see today at the Botanic
Garden and Otari Wilton’s Bush. While we are



by nature introspective in considering our
remnants, they actually belong to a much larger
picture and this should never be disregarded
when discussing the composition and
restoration of bush areas. Education should
always play a key role in reserves such as the
Botanic Garden and Otari. Preservation of these
remnants, big or small, provides an important
tool for the delivery of education programmes.

Chris Horne and Barbara Mitcalfe discussed the
Botanical Survey they had undertaken of the
Botanic Garden and their recommendations.
They presented a stimulating and challenging
précis, from their paper, which was a timely
reminder that while work has started down the
track of managing the forest, there is still a way
to go.

Mike Oates and David Sole discussed the
current management of the bush remnants —
Mike Oates giving it a more city-wide
perspective, while David outlined what had
been achieved in defining the remnants,
planning for the next 10 years in the removal of
weeds and revegetation of the bush areas, and
the provision of buffer zones to protect the
remnants from the wind. David also discussed
the rates of natural regeneration in the forest
areas where trees have fallen over the last few
years, particularly with the level of oppossum
control we now have.

July: Your House — Our Trees — The
importance of the exotic conifers in the
Botanic Garden.

Winsome Shepherd led this presentation by
briefly describing the arrival of conifer seed in
New Zealand and describing her early work in
timber preservation trials and how she had
discovered the importance of the Botanic
Garden Conifers almost by accident. Further
research and encouragement saw Winsome
writing, along with Walter Cook, the book of the
history of the Wellington Botanic Garden. Walter
once again followed up with a series of
photographs ranging from Wellington to
Wanganui to Gisborne which demonstrated the
way in which historians were photographically
able to document the use of vegetation in the
landscape. Walter and Winsome together
underlined the importance of the pines in the
emerging city and rural landscapes. A good

number of these distant trees were sourced
from seed grown in the Botanic Garden.

Kerryn Pollock delivered an interesting excerpt
from her thesis on the economic and social
impacts of the imported plants in the landscape.
The view that conservation was practised from
the earliest days, though under another guise,
suggested that fundamentally the recognition of
the core values of plants to the economic and
social landscape were recognised from the
earliest days, though the stimuli for these were
in fact quite diverse. Kerryn’s paper was
particularly interesting, as it raised the
discussion to another plane and added a
stimulating layer to the day.

The keynote speaker for the day was Dr Jenny
Aitken from The Treelab. Jenny is currently
doing the tissue propagation and managing the
DNA testing for the Botanic Garden. Jenny first
gave us a lesson in plant propagation
techniques and source material and clarified
some of the mysterious jargon associated with
the process. Her presentation gave a simple but
effective overview of the propagation process,
the way DNA is prepared and read and
discussed the potential linkages from the
Botanic Garden trees to key forest breeding
trees in New Zealand. Her comment that we
should continue to recognise and treasure these
trees was reassuring and provides impetus for
their perpetuation in the garden

David Sole’s presentation focussed on where
the Botanic Garden has got to in the
management of the trees. He discussed the tree
assessments done in 2003, the hazardous tree
identification and removal programme, by
illustrating with photographs of trees in serious
states of decline. Not only were the problems of
hazard trees identified, but so were potential
problems in the future, as the trees become
more exposed by loss of foliage and the
potential for further damage from the loss of
individual trees. He went on to discuss the
future tree programme and discuss, with those
attending, the future planning of the
reinstatement of the pines in the garden.

The day rounded off with a panel discussion
around the conifers, their relationship with the
forest areas and some open discussion as to
how far the garden needs to go in the
maintenance and management of the resource.



The Remarkable Camphor Laurel

An incredible survival story, with a sequel in the Botanic Garden, recently featured in the local paper.

A camphor tree, Cinnamomum camphora, burnt
to the ground in the 1945 nuclear bombing of
Nagasaki. Astonishingly, it regrew, and, still
alive today, marks the site of a destroyed shrine
and is revered as a symbol of hope.

In 2002, three cuttings (not leaves, as the Dom
Post claimed) from the tree were presented to
Christchurch by the mayor of Nagasaki, in
recognition of New Zealand’s anti-nuclear
stance. The cuttings duly became saplings and
one was recently gifted to Wellington city. The
1.5 metre-high tree has been planted, as you
might expect, near the Peace Garden and
Peace Flame.

The tree tells a fabulous story of survival
against tremendous odds, but the reason for its
survival becomes evident when you discover
that this heroic life form (if a tree can be heroic)
is, in fact, a weed. The camphor laurel
originated in China, Japan, Korea and Taiwan,

but grows rather too well in some other parts of
the world. It is widely naturalised (invasive) in
Australia and parts of Florida and California,
and cannot be sold in Queensland. Advice is
that it should not be grown in the USA at all.

Camphor is one member of a well-known genus
from the laurel family, Cinnamomum, the most
famous representative being, you guessed it,
the tree from which we get culinary cinnamon,
Ceylon cinnamon,C. zeylanicum. Other spice-
bearing species are Indian Bayleaf and Chinese
Cinnamon (Cassia). Cinnamon is an ancient
spice, one that is mentioned in the Old
Testament.

Camphor is widely planted as a shade tree,
screen, or windbreak. In China and Japan, it is
grown commercially for its medicinal oil.
Camphor oil has a strong penetrating fragrance,
a pungent bitter flavor, and feels cool on the
skin, like menthol, though it also has irritating
qualities as well as a numbing effect. Camphor
has been used to treat ailments ranging from
parasitic infections to toothaches. Scientific
evidence has confirmed that chemicals in the
plant have value in antiseptics and medications
for treating diarrhea, inflammation, itching, and
nervous conditions. Beware, though, camphor
in large doses is toxic; it stimulates the central
nervous system and may affect respiration or
cause convulsions.

Camphor wood is prized for its attractive red
and yellow striping, amenability to woodworking,
and insect repelling properties. It is light to
medium in weight and soft to medium in
hardness. Wood from the camphor tree is not
especially strong, but it takes polishing well. It is
commonly used for chests, closets, coffins,
instruments, and sculptures. Camphor veneer is
used in fine cabinetry. Camphor is also used in
perfumes.

The new foliage can start as a rusty burgundy
colour, turning glossy green with maturity.
Flowers are fragrant, greenish white to pale
yellow, small and borne on 3-inch panicles; fruit
are reddish, ripening to black, fleshy drupes.
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Camphor is a small to medium sized tree (to 60
feet but may reach 100 feet) with a round, wide-
spreading crown. It can form dense thickets
where naturalized, due to its unfortunate ability
to grow from root sprouts.

Campbhor laurel is a prolific seed producer that
apparently does not have serious predators or
diseases outside its native range. Seedlings
and root sprouts are abundant near mature
trees, but individual trees pop up far from seed
sources. In Florida, camphor trees appear in
undisturbed mesic hardwood forests, upland
pine woods, and scrubs, as well as in the
vacant lots and fencerows where it is more
commonly observed.

In our cooler climate the plant appears better-
behaved; the one already in the Botanic Garden
has not caused problems.

Sources www.floridata.com, David Sole,
Dominion Post.
Photos by David Sole and Dale Such

Cuttings

If you talk to Winsome Shepherd for any length of time, you will hear interesting things. Did you
know... that 48 species of conifers were introduced into NZ between 1870 and 1885 and that no
more P. radiata seeds came into this country after 1885. Some seeds were once collected from a
heavily-coned form in Nelson but that led to a genetic weakness in some stocks because forms
that produce many cones don’t tend to have straight wood!

Pinus radiata, a.k.a. Monterey pine is, ironically, an endangered species in its home habitat.

This year’s planting of 25,000-odd tulip bulbs will have a conspicuous result soon. Here’s a bunch

of heads down, tails up planters from last year.

o L.
F
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Coming Events

5 August (Friday) 7.30 pm
Glow Worm tour. Book at the Treehouse
499 1400

21 August GW
“Dinner with the Trees” A walk with a difference!
Join us for a virtual meal in the Main Garden,
and you may be surprised to discover the many
products, as well as timber, that trees provide,
such as chocolate, salads, ink, sugar, chewing
gum and food wrap. Moderate walk: 1%z hours.
Meet at the Duck Pond.

2 September (Friday) 8 pm
Glow Worm tour. Bookings as above.

10-11 September

Spring Daffodil Show — Lower Hutt Horticultural
Hall. The Botanic Garden will have an
information display.

17-18 September
Wellington Regional Orchid Show, Begonia
House

18 September GW
“Tulips, Bulbs and Blossoms” Take a spring-
time tour of the Garden, visiting the floral
highlights, including the 25,000 flowering tulips.
Moderate walk: 174 hours.

23 September
The World Of Wearable Arts parade features an
entry from the Wellington Botanic Garden.

24 Sept — 9 Oct
Spring Festival

26 Sept — 2 Oct
Tulip Week, featuring the Friends Plant Sale
on Tulip Sunday, October 2

3-8 October
Native Week

7 October (Friday) 8.30 pm
Glow Worm tour. Bookings as above

9 October
Picnic In The Park. Activities and entertainment
in The Dell, closing the Spring Festival

16 October GwW
“History of the Main Garden and the Town Belt”
Enjoy a historical walk and hear the many
interesting stories from the early days of
Wellington and the Botanic Garden. Moderate
walk: 1%z hours.
20 November Gw
“Giants in the Garden” Discover the ‘giant’
trees from around the world that have been
growing here in the Botanic Garden for over 130
years, and hear their stories. Moderate walk:
172 hours. Meet at the Duck Pond.

21-27 November
Rose Week, including the Spring Rose Show in
the Begonia House on November 27

GW = Guided walks, held on the third Sunday of
the month at 11am. Bookings are not required
and unless stated otherwise, the walks begin at
the Founders' Entrance, Glenmore Street. If it is
wet there will be a talk at the Treehouse Visitor
Centre instead.
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